
talked with Karen Gray and John Storlie 

about what to paint that would go with 

Giants theme of recording and preserv-

ing the history of Norwegian Ridge and 

Spring Grove. What came from that con-

versation was a mural of the cycle-of-life. 

The mural encircles the upper portion of 

the 12 feet high west room. It begins in 

utero, goes through childhood, adulthood, 

and ends in death—where the cycle con-

tinues with birth again.   

Sigmund appreciates so much the oppor-

tunity to work for the Spring Grove 

Heritage Center and says "Decorah has 

always meant something special to me 

In early May Giants of the Earth 

Heritage Center got a surprise from 

our favorite Norwegian painter—he 

had the time to create a new mural!  

Sigmund Aarseth and Sallie DeReus 

were in Decorah decorating the 

New Visitor Center at Vesterheim 

Museum when they informed Gi-

ants that they were able to complete 

that work early. Giants had planned 

additional work in our museum 

store, so they came back to our spe-

cial town (and while here Sigmund 

celebrated his 75th birthday). 

Sigmund and Sallie stopped in and 

What’s New at the Ballard House? 

Gants of the Earth Heritage Center, Inc. 
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Giants’ roving historians want to be invited too!  
Summer is Reunion Time—and 

Giants wants to be there! We know 

that your schedule may include a 

family or class reunion and this is the 

perfect opportunity to record stories 

about people‘s lives that may be lost.  

There are many ways that we can 

help provide documentary service at 

your event. We can set up a small 

‗recording area‘ to video record indi-

viduals or groups sharing memories, 

and we will have a table and a com-

puter available to show guests how 

to work with the Spring Grove fam-

ily tree. We can also demonstrate all 

your family can learn from the cut-

ting-edge genetic genealogy test kits 

offered by Giants. 

Currently, there is no cost for this service 

(a donation is appreciated). 

Here is a testimonial from last summer: 

―HELLO 'GIANTS'--- Here it is already 

a week since you...joined us at the Haug-

stad Family Reunion. As you saw, we 

had a WONDERFUL TURNOUT with 

OVER 100 people plus there were rela-

tives from every generation with the 

oldest being in their 90's and the young-

est being toddlers-- Many had never 

been at a reunion before and many had 

not come to a reunion for many years. 

Much of this would not have happened 

if we had not been able to let them know 

that Giants of the Earth would be there.  

thank you so very much-- Victoria/Anita 

Sazama and Loretta Knutson ― 

Sigmund and Sallie create new murals for the Giants Gift Shop  

(he has been going to Decorah 

since he started teaching Rose-

maling in the 1960's) and now 

Spring Grove is becoming 

equally special. I am grateful to 

get these challenging commis-

sions which I might never have 

gotten in similar institutions in 

Norway, and to work with all 

of you is a constant inspira-

tion."   

-Mike Schmidt 

Giants of the Earth 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

Sept. 30—Oct. 1 

UFF-DA FEST IS BEING 

SPONSORED THIS YEAR 

BY GIANTS OF THE 

EARTH HERITAGE 

CENTER. 

THERE WILL BE GAMES, 

FOOD, AND LOTS OF 

FAMILY FUN. JOIN US 

DURING THE LOVELY 

FALL IN SPRING GROVE! 



and are able to provide infor-

mation and assistance to 

guests of the Ballard House 

and Giants. 

We thank them for their work 

and dedication to our organi-

zation and our mission to pre-

serve the heritage of this won-

derful area! They are the per-

fect example of what makes 

this community so nice to live 

in. 

From April 1st through the end 

of December the Ballard House 

is open every day from 10am-

5pm, except for Sundays (12-5) 

and some holidays. Giants of the 

Earth Heritage Center relies on 

wonderful community help to be 

open so much of the week.   

On Tuesdays and Thursdays 

you‘ll likely be greeted by Lee 

Grippen, Deb Longmire, or Judy 

Tollefsrud. These volunteers are 

well known in our community 

Giant Volunteers—we couldn’t do it without you! 

right at your reunion or at the 

Ballard House's new video 

studio. This room has lights, 

microphones, and cameras 

awaiting your schedule. Giants 

members can help you record 

them or you could record them 

yourselves. 

Giants would wish to give you a 

DVD of your stories while keep-

ing a copy with the Giants or-

ganization.  Contact Bill at the 

Giants web page or through the 

Ballard House (507-498-5070) 

-Bill Fried 

Oral Histories are Time Capsules  

Have you wondered how to 

convince your family or class-

mates to record oral histories?  

Does this sound too daunting?  

Consider thinking about it as a 

time capsule instead. 

Ask your family and friends to 

help record those memories that 

will soon be long gone if they 

don't record them now. 

These recordings can be made 

Has Your Family Ever 

Lived on Second Ave SE? 

 

We’re Looking For Photos 

of Residents Inside and 

Outside the Houses Along 

Second Ave SE for the 

Printed Booklet that will 

Accompany the Giants’ 

Tour of This Historic 

District During Uff-Da 

Fest. Please Bring Your 

Photos to the Ballard 

House Soon so we can 

Scan and Include Them! 

Singers and Bunads and Chicks—oh my! 
Spring Grove has been a happening 

place these days! On May 15th, the 

Luren Singers performed at Trinity 

Church followed by a dinner in the fel-

lowship hall. Afterwards, guests were 

invited to the Ballard House for a dance 

to the Norwegian string trio from 

Decorah, the Foot-Notes. Fun was had 

by all! 

The third weekend of May was cool, 

rainy at times, sunny at others, and en-

joyable for all during the Syttende Mai 

celebration (17th of May—Norwegian 

Constitution Day). Giants had staff on 

hand all day doing genealogy and oral 

history recording.   

In June the Bluff Country Artist‘s Gal-

lery sponsored ―Chick‘s Night Out‖ - an 

evening for ladies (and their lads) to visit 

local businesses and enjoy a free movie at 

the cinema. Giants participated by offering 

sparkling wine and chocolate to our guests 

(served by our very own, tuxedo-clad, Dr. 

Gray!) and discounting our Norwegian 

jewelry selection. We had many, many visi-

tors. 

Geneva Tweeten and Janet Fossum were 

clad in the new Spring Grove work bunad, a 

denim jumper with a white apron.  

Lane and Mary Zaffke show 

off their Norwegian dancing 

skills! 

Thank You 
 to the Spring Grove 

City Council for 
awarding Giants 
$600 to help fund 
the Uff-Da Fest 

Games! 
 

SEPTEMBER 30TH AT 6PM 

ERIC DREGNE, AUTHOR OF IN 

COD WE TRUST, WILL BE IN 

SPRING GROVE AT THE BALLARD 

HOUSE FOR A BOOK SIGNING OF 

HIS NEW BOOK TITLED VIKINGS 

 IN THE ATTIC WHICH DESCRIBES 

HIS SEARCH FOR THE STORIES OF 

HIS NORWEGIAN IMMIGRANT  

ANCESTORS.  

SEE YOU THERE! 
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Lee Grippen is pictured in the new 

oral history filming studio  located in 

the Ballard House. 



The Ballard House Memorial Garden is coming! 

Throughout the decades farmers have 

shown ingenuity in making things they 

needed, but didn‘t have, in order to ac-

complish everyday tasks. ―I have seen 

them on every farm where I have gone,‖ 

said Dr. Jim Gray, the organizer for this 

event to be held Saturday, October 1 in 

Spring Grove. ―It would be so interesting 

for everyone else to see them as well. That 

is why I hope that people will be willing 

to bring them to town for an exhibition,‖ 

Jim said. 

The inventions were never patented, but 

served an important function over time. 

Often they were welded in the inventing 

process. Many were made 50-75 years ago, 

and hopefully they are still in barns and 

sheds on farms where third and fourth 

generations now live. It is possible that there 

are even some things out there with unknown 

uses that might be identified by on-lookers at 

the exhibition. For those things where a family 

remembers the history, it would be helpful to 

make a sign that says who made it and when, 

how it was used and any other information 

about it. 

Not all applications were made for lightening 

the workload. Sometimes Dads and Grandfa-

thers made toys for the children. They would 

be fun to see as well. 

―I would love to set the smaller ones up along 

the sidewalks, and put the larger ones near 

Viking Memorial Park close to the car show,‖ 

said Jim. Perhaps the person who submitted it 

would be willing to sit nearby and answer ques-

tions about it. People could vote for their fa-

vorite contraption. The winner of the People‘s 

Choice Award will receive a gift. Presently, the 

Uff-Da Fest Committee is seeking a sponsor to 

donate a welder for the gift. 

If you have any questions, please call Jim at 

507-459-9188 

-Karen Gray 

Calling for Invented Contraptions 

resources in terms of 'space' and an easily ac-

cessible filing mechanism to build an online 

Spring Grove family tree. 

Giants already has an online collaborative tree 

that records approximately 38,000 Spring 

Grove residents and ancestors, and traces their 

ancestry back using private and public records 

to the cities and farms of their countries of 

origin. The number of people in our family 

tree has reached a critical mass necessary to 

move on boldly to the next stage. We are now 

ready to fill our online tree with digitized pic-

tures, journals, and oral histories—that will 

magically transfigure dates and names into a 

tree of life in which each person can proudly 

find a welcome place. Giants has seen great 

interest from those who want to learn more 

You may have heard Giants talk about the 

Spring Grove Bygdebøk—but what is it? 

Bygdebøk is the Norwegian word for a 

local history book, usually separated into 

parishes or very local communities. A 

Bygdebøk covers every family who lived 

in a community during a certain period; 

they are narrated chronologically and 

descriptively; and the books are written 

for the local population as the main mar-

ket. Further, the contents of a Bygdebøk 

often consist of: a) A broad general his-

tory, b) a farm history, and c) a genealogy 

part. Giants intends to include everyone 

currently living in the Spring Grove area, 

and everyone who ever lived in the Spring 

Grove area, in their local history. We are 

living in a digital age that gives us vast 

family history but have needed guidance on 

how to use the latest technology. We now 

need to access those members of our commu-

nity who are new to family research. The time 

to do this is now, before more history is lost. 

In our busy 21st century lives, people are look-

ing for easy ways to do important things. We 

are giving the residents of Spring Grove a way 

to pass their heritage - their legacy - on to their 

children and grand-children, both as a com-

munity and as individuals. Stop in at the Bal-

lard House on Wednesdays and Fridays to visit 

with our genealogists Georgia Rosendahl and 

Dr. John Storlie. They can help you get started 

on your family tree today! 

The Spring Grove Bygdebøk 

of stone bricks with space for outdoor gather-

ings. The gardens and plantings will be main-

tained by Giants volunteers. 

Money has been pledged to help with the front 

porch and sidewalk, but Giants is looking for 

donors to help fund the garden area. Addition-

ally, we could help pay for the garden and 

fence by selling the stone pathway bricks with 

the names of donors and their family members 

on them. Various sizes would be available at 

different rates.  

Is there a gardener in your family that you 

would like to honor?  Stop in at the Ballard 

House or call Karen Gray for information. 

The Ballard House will get a jump start on 

the beautification of Spring Grove alleys 

by installing a back and side courtyard 

area. Additionally, the original front porch 

and wooden sidewalk will be recreated 

using pictures of the Ballard House from 

the turn-of-the-century. 

Garden plans include: a wood painted 

fence in the timber-frame style created by 

local craftsmen; a woven wood fence in 

the Norwegian style; theme gardens that 

depict plants grown by Native Americans 

and early prairie settlers for food and 

medicinal use; and a decorative pathway 
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Uff-Da Fest Schedule: 

Friday  9/30: 

 City Wide Garage Sales  

 Eric Dregne  Book Signing, 6pm 

 Quilt Gala, 7-9pm 

 Star Gazing Party, 7-11pm 

Saturday 10/1: 

 All Day: City Wide Garage Sales, 

Voting for Best Scarecrow 

Contest, Driving or Walking Tour 

of 2nd Ave SE Historic District, 

Volleyball Tournament at 

School, Ola and Per 

Contraptions Exhibition, 

Intergenerational Filming at 

Ballard House, Quilt Show and 

Sale at Fest Bldg, Uff-Da Market 

in Viking Park 

 Car Show  at Trinity Parking Lot, 

10am 

 Uff-Da Fest Bowl at Football 

Field, 10am 

 Gå På Tur Nature Walk, 7:30-3:30 

 Viking Mountain Biking, 9am  

 Bluff Country Artists Gallery 

Run, 9:30am 

 Horseback Trail Ride, 10:30am 

 Vintage Style Show, 12:30pm 

 Soap Box Derby, 1pm 

 Uff-Da Games in Southwest Alley, 

1:30pm  

 Historic Film Festival at Cinema, 

2pm 

 Autumn Street Dance and Events 

Awards, 6pm 



Marthe was timid, bashful and modestly polite 

and said, ―No, thank you, not any more‖ and to 

her horror Mr. Trehus dumped the remaining 

doughnuts into the Mississippi while they were 

so hungry they could have eaten every morsel. 

They made their home with the Trehus family 

for several years. Andrias made his living as a 

carpenter and Marthe sewed overalls by hand 

for the men in the settlement.  They purchased 

40 acres of land adjoining the old Wilmington 

Church, which was their home for the rest of 

their lives. 

They had a good life until a diphtheria epidemic 

swept through the Wilmington community. 

They buried 2 of their children, Emma and Pe-

ter, in this epidemic. Around 50 children died 

and were buried that winter in the old Wilming-

ton cemetery, most in unmarked graves. Andrias 

was busy making coffins for the neighbors. He 

charged $1.00 for a very plain coffin and $2.00 if 

it was trimmed. He had his lumber and tools in 

the bedroom and the family got along in the 

kitchen. 

Andrias served the Wilmington Church as war-

den or caretaker for 31 years from 1872 – 1903, 

when he, at age 65, suffered a stroke. The first 

year his wages were $5.00 per year. As people 

got more of the world‘s goods, he got $10.00 

and the last few years this was advanced to 

$15.00. He also dug graves for the neighbors. 

Some would give him a piece of meat, others 

probably 25 to 50 cents. He was a faithful 

worker and beloved by all who knew him.   The 

Haugstad name has always been noted in the 

activities of Wilmington Church since the earli-

est days. There are many descendants of An-

drias and Marthe active in the life and mis-

sion of Wilmington Church to this day. We 

can appreciate the strong faith and persever-

ance of a couple like Andrias and Marthe. It 

took a special type of person to endure the 

many hardships that they encountered, but 

the Lord gave them strength to survive and 

rise above that. We thank the Lord for that. 

They had 11 children, the last ones were 
twins born when the parents were both 46 
years old: 

 Nils A. Haugstad, 8-13-1864 to 1-1-1940. 
Married Maria Glasrud, 10 children 

 Hanna Haugstad, 4-15-1867 to 6-28-1868 

 Hanna Haugstad, 1869 to spring 1902. 
Married Hans O. Grinager, 5 children 

 Maria Haugstad, 1-19-1873 to 5-10-1957. 
Married Olaus O. Hefte, 5 children 

 Henry Adolf Haugstad, 12-21-1873 to 10-
12-1891. 

 Peter Haugstad, 3-1-1875 to 3-11-1882.  

 Emma Haugstad, 4-24-1877 to 3-5-1882.  

 Peter Edwin Haugstad, 7-4-1882 to 3-9-
1953. Married Maria Lebakken, 7 children 

 Olaf A. Haugstad, 1885 to 1948. 

 Hilda Haugstad, 12-17-1887 to 12-14-
1982. Married Julius Selness, 4 children 

 Mina Haugstad, 12-17-1887 to 4-4-1971. 
Married Albert Sylling, 3 children 

 
This information is based on the Haugstad 

book from Fluberg Parish, from Wilming-

ton Parish Treasures & Tidbits, Wilmington 

Lutheran Church One Hundredth Anniver-

sary book published in 1955, and from in-

formation from Edith Haugstad Nerstad. 

Compiled by Loretta Nerstad Knutson.  

Honored Immigrants: Andrias & Marthe Haugstad  

Hans Andrias Haugstad was born June 16, 1841 

in Sondre Land, Oppland, Norway. He married 

Marthe Kjaerringsveen on October 21, 1863. She 

was born June 26, 1841. He died in 1915 and she 

died in 1926 both buried in the Old Wilmington 

Cemetery. They were both baptized in the same 

water in the Flueberg church and were both con-

firmed in the same class. 

In 1868 they decided to try their fortune in the 

new and promised land of America that so many 

of their countrymen had gone to already. They 

were both 27 years old.  They took their two 

small children Nils and Hanna. After seven 

weeks‘ crossing the ocean they were met at Lans-

ing, Iowa by his brother in law, Thomas Trehus. 

He had married Andreas‘ half-sister. Mr. Trehus 

brought them a basket of lunch which was more 

than welcome as the food they had brought from 

Norway had disappeared some time before. Mr. 

Trehus told them to help themselves and eat. 
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Honored Immigrant Wall 

Giants of the Earth Heritage Center has many 

ways that you can join us in preserving and 

honoring the stories of those that first settled 

this area called Norwegian Ridge. One of 

those is to give a one time gift of $2500 and 

add the name of an ancestor who immigrated 

to the US to our ‗honored immigrant wall‘. 

You can choose anyone who settled this area 

and if needed we will help you research your 

family and record the story of the person you 

choose. Their name will be hand-painted in 

gold below a mural that is closest to the area 

of Spring Grove they first settled in.  

In addition to writing their name on the wall, 

we will publish the submitted story in our 

upcoming Spring Grove Bygdebøk and do a 

complimentary video taping of you, and any 

relatives you choose to join you, telling the 

story of your ancestor‘s life in Spring Grove.  

Future plans for the Heritage Center include 

a video monitor that will allow guests to 

choose stories of the names written and 

quickly hear the edited story of that person‘s 

life. 

Other opportunities for honoring your for-

bears and helping Giants fund our mission is 

to name a room after someone you would 

like to acknowledge. Many rooms are avail-

able including the main hall, the recording 

studio, the kitchen, the gift shop, the front 

porch, and others. How did your favorite 

ancestor spend their time and how would 

The interior of the ballard house with 

murals by Sigmund aarseth and Sallie 

DeReus.  Photo by robin bartell designs. 

they like to be remembered? 

Contact Karen or Mike today to find out more! 

Andrias and Marthe Haugstad 



born whose umbilical cord blood is 

stored. This cord blood is rich in 

stem cells, which could be used for 

regenerative therapy, but only if 

recipients can be identified whose 

immune systems are compatible 

with those cells. 

Immune compatibility genes are all 

located on chromosome 6 

(indicated in red). By chance, David 

inherited his compatibility genes 

from their maternal and paternal 

grandfathers, while Johnathan re-

ceived his immune compatibility 

genes from their maternal and pa-

ternal grandmothers. Thus Dave 

and John have completely different 

immune compatibility genes, mak-

ing them incompatible with one 

another. 

For more info, visit our center.. 

-John Storlie, PhD 

Giants genetic ancestry testing has many additional benefits  
Giants of the Earth‘s genetic test is 

one of the most comprehensive 

available. Using it, members can 

identify thousands of close and dis-

tant relatives around the world; see if 

the are the descendants of ancient 

kings; and identify the national ori-

gin of each section of their own 

genome. The test genotypes 1 mil-

lion unique locations within each 

person‘s genome. While users can 

remain anonymous, they can also 

share ancestry information with 

relatives to help merge and grow 

family trees.  

The image at left shows the overlap 

of two genomes of full brothers, 

David and Johnathan. People inherit 

two copies each of their genes—one 

from a  paternal grandparent and 

one from a maternal grandparent.  

Each day, thousands of babies are 
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“We can appreciate the 

strong faith and 

perseverance of a 

couple like Andrias and 

Marthe. It took a special 

type of person to endure 

the many hardships that 

they encountered, but 

the Lord gave them 

strength to survive and 

rise above that. We thank 

the Lord for that.” 

Gå På Tur  

Go For  A Walk! 

The Giants Nature 

Walk Trail is Open 

from 9am-5pm 

Everyday. The Trail 

Begins at the 

Southeast Corner 

of Red’s IGA Parking 

Lot  and Meanders 

Through Beautiful 

Woods and Fields , 

Over Streams, and 

Past Ponds.  It is 

About One Mile 

Long and is Marked 

Throughout. A 

Perfect Outing for 

the Entire Family! 

Please complete these questions and 

return to the Ballard House as soon 

as possible after purchasing your 

spot on the Honored Immigrant 

Wall. It is helpful to have the infor-

mation in narrative form like the 

example on page 4, but that is not 

necessary. If you need genealogy 

assistance, we can help you! 

Consider joining  

many family members’  

contributions  

together to reach the 

$2500 amount and honor 

a common ancestor or 

commemorate a  

Special event! 

Maybe you can — 

 Tell what you know about the journey to America. 

 Did anyone else come with your forbear? 

 What did he or she bring? 

 Why was your immigrant in Spring Grove? 

 If he or she stayed, how was land procured? 

 What direction from Spring Grove was it located? 

 What was your forbear’s profession in their native country? 

In the US? 

 If your immigrant didn’t live in the Spring Grove area, what 

was the connection to Spring Grove? 

 Tell any anecdotes passed down about the immigrants? 
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Visit our website springgrovemnheritage.org or  

our facebook page for class descriptions and updates 

Giants of the Earth Fine and Folk Art School Classes — Summer/Fall 

 Class Title Date/Time # Participants Total 

□ Sculpting like a Master Fladager with Craig Bergsgaard  
$20 + materials 

July 25, 26, 28, 29; 
9:30-2:30 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Gå På Tur Nature Walk, August 6th guided by Brenda Pohlman, 
October 1st is geocashed, $3 per person 

Saturday mornings; 
9am 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Introduction to Rosemaling taught by Betty Dowe  
$30 + $10 materials 

August 6; 
9am-4pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Project: Rosemal Wood Memory Booklet Hallingdal Style with  
Betty Dowe, $30 + $12 

August 13; 9am-4pm x ________ $ ________ 

□ Let’s go to Country School August 20; 
9:30am-12:30 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Learn to Speak Norwegian taught by Kathrine Myrah Sundays Aug. 21-
Oct. 9; 4-5:30pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Mudpies, Building with Clay with Nate and Hallie Evans  
$10 + materials 

August 25; 
6pm-9pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Singing Songs of Immigrant Families with Kathrine Myrah and  
Rachel Storlie, $15 including keepsake songbook 

September 5; 
6pm-7pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Hardangersom Embroidery taught by Gale Buhr  
$20 + $15 materials 

Sept. 8, 15 and Oct. 
6, 13; 4-6pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Foods from Other Cultures taught by Nancy Gulbranson  
$5 (pre-register by September 1st) 

September 15; 
7:30pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Norwegian Folk Dancing taught by Rachel Grippen Storlie, $15 September 12, 19, 
26; 7-8pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Hootenanny with Bob Bovee and Gail Heil, $1 per person per class September 21 & 28; 
3:45pm-4:45pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Inspired Headlines and Photos, taught by Janna Myrah and  
Georgia Rosendahl, $4 

September 27; 3:45-
4:45 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Kolrosing for Kids taught by Jill Storlie September 29; 4pm x ________ $ ________ 

□ How to Make Norwegian Foods taught by Sons of Norway  
members, $5/class 

October 6 and 20; 
6:30pm 

x ________ $ ________ 

□ Carving in Flat Plane Style with Harley Refsal, $80 October 8; 9am-5pm x ________ $ ________ 

□ Circle Song with Rachel Storlie, $1per child per class TBA x ________ $ ________ 

GIANTS HAS BEEN AWARDED A $10,000 GRANT BY THE  
SOUTHEAST MINNESOTA ARTS COUNCIL THROUGH THE  

MINNESOTA ARTS AND CULTURAL HERITAGE FUND AS APPROPRI-

ATED BY THE MINNESOTA STATE LEGISLATURE WITH MONEY 
FROM THE VOTE OF THE PEOPLE OF MINNESOTA ON NOVEMBER 
4, 2008. THIS MONEY HELPS TO PAY FOR SOME OF THE FINE AND 
FOLK ART CLASSES WE ARE OFFERING AT THE BALLARD HOUSE.  
WE STILL NEED TO RAISE FUNDS TO PAY FOR OUR REMODELING 

AND GARDEN PLANS. YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND CONTRIBUTION 
SUPPORT ENSURES OUR CONTINUED SUCCESS. 

THANK YOU! 
 

The ancient art of kolrosing was re-

cently taught at the Ballard house by 

Darlene Fossum-Martin. 



The town of Spring Grove was established in 

1852 and is recognized as the first Norwe-

gian immigrant settlement in Minnesota. 

These early settlers established a rural com-

munity that to this day remains rich in tradi-

tions. However, as time progresses many of 

the stories that our 'elders' know about what 

life was like for immigrant Americans in the 

Norwegian Ridge area of Southeastern Min-

nesota are disappearing. It is important to 

document these early experiences for future 

generations of Minnesotans, whether of Nor-

wegian descent or not, so that they may un-

derstand where they come from and what 

shaped our state and country into the place it 

is today.  

Giants of the Earth Heritage Center, incor-

porated in 2009 as a non-profit educational 

institution, is dedicated to honoring, preserv-

ing, and interpreting the history and heritage 

of the people from Spring Grove‘s Norwe-

gian Ridge in southeastern Minnesota. Draw-

ing on a rich cultural history, Giants' aim is 

to record and reflect the achievements of 

indigenous peoples and immigrants to the 

Spring Grove area. The goal of Giants is to 

draw upon varied re-sources, while also pro-

viding a gathering place and a sense of com-

munity and identity to its public. 

The Giants Fine and Folk Arts School began 

in the fall of 2010 with the purpose of pro-

viding educational experiences in art tradi-

tions that will result in a new generation of 

community residents participating in experi-

ential learning in a variety of Norwegian and 

other culturally-inspired arts. 

Giants Mission and Purpose 

Jim Gray is teaching Elyse and Ole Hans Storlie 

how to fish using cane poles and worms during 

the Giants field trip to Scheck Mill in June. Ole 

is wearing a traditional busserul made by Jill 

Storlie during a Giants’ class this past spring. 
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Join Giants of the Earth Heritage Center at the ‘Giant’ level ($250) 

and you will receive a complimentary 23andMe genetic genealogy 

testing kit.  This includes interpretation of results by Dr. John Stor-

lie and basic help in using the information to fill in your family tree. 
Special 

Offer 

Membership benefits 

join today! 

Members will receive: 

 The Giants of the Earth 
Heritage Center Newslet-
ter 

 Discounts on special 
events and educational 
opportunities 

 Discounts on genealogy 
research 

 10% discount on mer-
chandise (made in Nor-
way) in our gift shop 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

Individual Membership 

Lars (Individual)     $35/year 

Ola and Per (Family)    $50/year 

Værmor (Senior)    $25/year 

Basic Memberships: 

Viking   $100/year 

Giant     $250/year 

King Olav   $500/year 

Queen Sonja  $750/year 

King Harald   $1000/year 

Philanthropic Memberships: 

Business Membership 

Peter J. Rosendahl $100/year 

Georgia Rosendahl $250/year 

Joseph Langland   $50/year 

Robert E. A. Lee  $500/year 

Mons Fladager    $1000/year 

Honored Immigrant Wall 

$2500 

Ancestor’s Name 

$2500 

Ancestor’s Name 



 

Giants of the Earth Heritage Center, Inc. 
PO Box 223 
Spring Grove, MN 55974 

 Dr. Jim and Karen Gray, King 

Harald 

 Paul and Heather Gray,  

    Viking 

 Jonathan and Karen Hagerott, 

Lars 

 Evan and Sandy Hulbert, Giant 

 Garry and Tina Housker, Ola 

and Per 

 Marie Hanson, Ola and Per 

 Melissa Jones, Viking 

 Glenn Kinneberg, Værmor 

 Jerry and Joyce Lee, Ola and 

Per 

 Joan Lewis, Viking 

 Patti McManimon-Moe, Lars 

 Doc’s Blue Moose, Georgia 

Rosendahl 

 Charlotte Nelson, Værmor 

 Edith Nerstad, Værmor 

 Charles Onstad, Giant 

 Ted and Wanda Olson, Ola and 

Per 

 Randall and Lynn Parker, Viking 

 Katherine and David Peterson, 

Viking 

 Anthony Greer Rechlitz, Ola and 

Per 

 Mary Rechlitz, Værmor 

 Oscar and Kathy Rosendahl, 

Giant 

 Joycelyn Rostad, Ola and Per 

 Mike and Diane Schmidt, King 

Harald 

New and Renewed  
Members Since Last Newsletter: 

 Stephanie Allen, Viking 

 Brian and Leah Bjerke, Ola and 

Per 

 Valborg Clauson, Værmor 

 Sallie DeReus, Giant 

 Arlen and Janice Doely, Ola and 

Per 

 Mervin Dvergsten, Ola and Per 

 Mark Ellingson, Værmor 

 Tom Ellingson, Lars 

 Bill and Karen Fried, Giant 

 Janet Fossum, Værmor 

 Darlene Fossum-Martin,      

Værmor 

 Andrew and Carrie Gray, Viking 

 Professor Diane Scholl,  

    Giant 

 Melanie Smith, Viking 

 Barb Solum, Ola and Per 

 Colonel George Stenehjem, 

Værmor 

 Chris and Rhonda Storlie,  

 Drs. John and Patty Storlie, 

King Olav 

 Llewellyn and Sharon  

    Storlie, Giant 

 Sons of Norway Valders Lodge 

503, Georgia Rosendahl 

 Superior Wood Floor and Tile, 

Joseph Langland 

 Marvin and Mary Thompson, 

Værmor 

 Judy Tollefsrud, Værmor 

 C. Thomas Turner, King Olav 

 Larry Vongroven, Værmor 

 Lane and Mary Zaffke, Ola and 

Per 
 
Memorials Received Since Last 
Newsletter: 

 Clinton Newgaard by Joan 

Lewis 

 Clinton Newgaard by Georgia 

Rosendahl 

 Orla Roble by Joan Lewis 

 Orla Roble by Georgia     

Rosendahl 

 

Please join or renew today to 

help Giants preserve your 

Spring Grove heritage! 

Giants Syttende Mai 
Drawing Winners 
Congratulations! 

 Little Folk figure carved by 
Harley Refsal— 

    Richard Housker, Caledonia 
 Doc‘s Blue Moose $15 gift 

certificates—Eric Moen, Spring 
Grove and Lois Rink,  

    Rochester 
 Pottery bowl, pin, pebble by 

Dawn Deines Christensen—
Jan Doely, Spring Grove 

 Norsk Bag by Sharon Lillie—
Janna Kjome, Rochester 

 Giants t-shirts—Louise Sundet, 
Minneapolis and Sue Schulte, 
Spring Grove 

 Hand-screen t-shirt of Norway 
by Jill Storlie—Paul Gray, SG 

 Wood floor cleaning system by 
Superior Wood Floors— 

    Nicole Krenzke, Spring Grove 
 Any Fine Art/Folk Art class by 

Giants—Leah Emery, SG 
 Voice/Piano Lesson by Rachel 

Storlie—Sharyl Chicos, SG 
 Rosemaling Ornament by Betty 

Dowe—Joe Dolan, Eagan MN 
 3 Car Wash Tokens by JC Ner-

stad—Geneva Tweeten, David 
Corpstein, Eric Ristey—all SG 

 Signed copy of Sigmund 
Aarseth book by Giants—
Linda Davis, Victoria MN 

Children in costume at the 

summer dinosaurs, Vikings, 

and dragons class 

Visit One of 

Our Websites 

Today! 

 

giantsheritage.

org 

 

You can also 

find us on 

facebook 

New and Renewing Members—THANK YOU! 


